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“How much carbon is
stored In the forests of
our territories and other
protected lands where
our people live?”
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How much carbon is stored in the forests of
ndigenous Territories and Protected Areas occupied by
ndigenous Peoples and Local Communities (IPLCs)?

What role have IPLCs played in maintaining forest
carbon stocks through time?

What are the primary causes of carbon loss
Inside protected lands versus outside?

Norway's International Climate and Forest Initiative
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Maintaining the abundance of carbon stored aboveground in
Amazon forests is central to any comprehensive climate stabiliza-
tion strategy. Growing evidence points to indigenous peoples and
local communities (IPLCs) as buffers against large-scale carbon
emissions across a nine-nation network of indigenous territories
(ITs) and protected natural areas (PNAs). Previous studies have
demonstrated a link between indigenous land management and
avoided deforestation, yet few have accounted for forest degra-

effective, scalable, and have track records of success. In regions
like the Amazon Basin, the contributions of indigenous peoples and
local communities (IPLCs) to the conservation of tropical forests
provide such a model. For millennia, Amazon IPLCs have served as
the de facto guardians of what is now the largest remaining tract of
tropical rainforest on the planet. Today, an estimated 1.7 million
people belonging to some 375 indigenous groups live within ~3,344
indigenous territories (ITs) and ~522 protected natural areas




What have we learned?
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Carbon Storage

stored in
protected lands
(ca. 2016).

In .iIndigenous
territories alone.

Walker et al. 2020
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AMAZONIA

Loss in Storage

from
protected lands
(ca. 2016).

from
indigenaus
territories.
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What If we also consider gains?



Carbon Source Sink Carbon
Loss $ Gain
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Net Change




Change in Amazon Carbon Storage
Inside vs. outside Indigenous Territories

AMAZONIA [
Net Change t

ITs and PNAs were
responsible for just

of the total net
change.
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What are the causes of loss?
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Causes of Loss

are
the primary causes
of loss In protected
lands:

Walker et al. 2020
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What's next for our collaboration?
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Improve detection, tracking, and prediction of forest carbon
losses iIn Amazon Indigenous Territories (ITs) and Protected
Areas (PASs).

ldentify locally specific strategies to combat forest carbon
emissions in several priority action landscapes.

Increase public awareness and inform public opinion about
the role ITs and PAs play in maintaining forest carbon stocks.

Improve public policies and legal protections for ITs and
PAs across Amazonia.

Norway's International Climate and Forest Initiative
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